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The Nonh Wil.shire ard Swindon Croup
Constitutiod aod Rules ofPrccedure

Wiltshire CPRE has changed its status to a liDitcd
liability company with chatitable status as well as being a
tegistered chadq' and has changed its name to "Protect

v/iltshire". we in thc ooilh need to brirg ourselves up
to date and as we have ne\.er had a pioper Constitution
and Rules of Ptocedute we have agreed among
outseh'es a dmft one which wc had hoped to publisb in
this newslener fot all our members to study.
UnfortuDatel,v this has not prored to be possible as the
\Tiltshire Branch in Devizes has to agree and contum
our Consbtuton and Rules and owing to delays in
agreeing theit own Constitution and Rules rvith National
Office dre_v ate unable to aglee ours.

It is hopcd that this position will shotdy be resolved and
that we can send out oui new Constitution and Rules of
Procedure in the next rewslett€r u'ith thc hope of
haling it raofred at our Annual General \Ieeting next
Muv
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Aggregates in North Wiltshire

Much concern has been generated within the district this
auturnn bv the issue of a consultation documenr
regarding the list ofpotential sites to be allocated for
minerals extraction. Many ofthe sites are around Calne,
some close to Chippenham and others towards Devizes
inhe Bromlam area. \ l .o included :re ncu oucs rn
dre already heavily rvorked Upper Thames Valley.

The purpose of dris article is to try to put the issues in
perspective.

In ordet to supply the needs ofthe consttuctron
industry for building houses, industrial development,
offices and new roads and to ensute this supply is
continuous and dependable, Central Go\.enrment
tequires local authorities to produce Mincrals Planning
PoJicies, brought together within a Minerals Core
Stategy Developrnent Plan Docurnent. The Soudr \7est
Regional Audrotity, wifiin its planning document
cntitled the Regional Spatial Sftategy, also included a
seties ofpolicies which cqually set out to enswc that thc
need is met and delivered over the whole of the South
I(est region.
One ofthe pro.esse' used ir a-rrir irg at a contiruous
and dependable supply ofminerals, (a minemls land
bank) G to sift drotgh tht marl proposed sites ard
select dose most suitable to be included in a Site
Allocation Development Plan Document. They have to
meet strict critelA contained within tie Minetats
Plaming Policies.

The Regiolal Spatial Sttategy, despite being abolished
this srrrr l (  r  b) rh.  Corlrnon Co' e mmcnt renuin.
relerant in.ome respect. .  RsS mineraI poLcier
contained delivety tequirements based on calculations
which presumed economic and housing gowth would
continue at the same iate as the past 10-12 years. In this
way a 6gue was arived at for calcuJating d:re Land badr
ofAggregates for each authority, knowl as an
apportionment.'llis requirement was appoitioned
between the seven mineral plamring authorities within
the South West region, with \filtshirc being apportioned
1 .85Mt per ainum of sand and grar.el.

The tust RSS document assumed a growth of2.87o
GVA (Gtoss Value Added) but thc ncw draft documcnt
elen suggested a rise to 3.2%. This u-hollv uruealistic
assumption, was still consideted likely at the time ofthe
Public Inquiry into the RSS, and is one of the reasons
that there G so much ptessute on lfiltshire to produce
many new sites. Wiltshtue is a major produccr of soft
.and and grarel  which i '  ronc.nrrrcd rn ruo main arcas.
both il the noth of the county.

As loog ago as 2008 the draft revised guidelines for
national aggregates provision fot the pedod 2005-2020
lvete sayiig that theie were downward trcnds and
variations in thc demands fot aggregates. This was due
to varieqv of factors including aggtegtes being used less
intensivcly and the unreliability of long-terin
construction foiecasts. 'Ihese pte building slump
comrnents combined with the need to recycle
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construction material on site would indicate that the
necd for primary ag3regates is even lower

l lowerer.  despire rhe present <l .rmp in rhr construcr ion
industry and new technologles corrling on stream which
require diffetent consttuction rratetials plus dre shelving
of many road schemes and an uncettain economrc
future, Wiltshire is still working to the model rvhich
seeks to meet the target of 1.85 Ml per anmrrn agieed
during the boom years.

The qualiq of the soft sand which is quaried from the
Calne atea is veq high and makes it a valuable building
rnaterial. The possible areas for expanding the sand and
gavel quarries around the Cotswold Water Park ale
reducing, the area having been worked fot manrl'ears,
so new ateas have to be found to meet the tatgets.

However new factors have come into play. Feat about
climate change, predicted scarcity of food due to
populauon inciease and, since the advent of the
Coalition Govemment, a greater opportunity for local
people to express concerns on local issues and expect
them to be taken sedously. Moreover, potential
ittevenible changes to the local landscape, to tle local
environment and the effects of ttansport on the towns
and villages are issues which should be addressed with
as much concem as economic priorities were in the past.
It bas always been assumed that the obiections oflocal
people could be rnet *tough the wotding of Conditions
and Mitigation in a plaming permission. These are often
inadequate and unenforceable.

The findanental issue is to End the right balance
between economic and population gowth and
t nrtonmcnral prorccnon for Iandccapes offer i rg
sustainable food sourees, as well as being areas
cherished for dreir histotical value br. local communities.

Wichelstowe. Swindon

I ichelstowe is dre name given by the developets, Taylor
!0impcy, to the alea for development between Old
Swindon (at the top of Swindon Hill) and the M4
notorway, drd extending from the A4361 to Junction
16. Ptoposals fot its development wete approved in the
last Structure and I-ocal Plans in spite ofvery strong
opposition in principle and in detail from CPRL and
other organisations, including the Front Garden Action
Gtoup, which was set up specfically fot dre pulpose
and includes a iepiesentative ftom CPRE. Oudine

planniDg permission was later gi\.en for the development
of4,500 houscs, an cmployment atea, central and local
shopping and sci!.lcc areas, schools and so on.

The fust detailed planning applications for East Wichel,
adjoining Croft Road on the A4361, rvere subrnitted in
August 2007. Since then, the formetly rural sttetch of
toad between Swindon and North Vtoughton has been
teplaced by a complex sir lane dual carriageway
jLrnction, and the construction of sen-ice roads and
other infrastructure have proceeded ofl site.

H ousing development has proceeded very slowly. The
sitution in mid September 2010 vas that plrnning
petmission had been applied for on 23 of32 parcels of
land in Erst \fichel, to be constructed by various
detelopers. About 340 out of836 houses ptoposed
har-e been bullt, and ofthese 180 of Solereigr Housing
Asso&tion homes
and 63 private pwchase homes are occupied.. The
remaining 55 Sovereign homes are expected to be
allocated by Christrnas.

In Spriflg 2009 it was rnade knot'n that Swindon
Borough Council and Taylor Wimpey hawc ageed to
end their collaboration agteement, so that Taylot
\(rimpey udl continue with its responsibiJity to der.elop
F,ast Wichel, and the Borough Couacil will take
responsibilitl fot N{iddle and \0est Wichel.. Fot this,
dre Council ma,v need to engage consultants to prepaie a
design bnef and to 6nd other developers willing to
Enance and undertakc development ofthese areas. In
the present turanciel climate, progress on drese hrther
stages ofdevelopmeflt would secm to bc a long war off.

CPRE have fought stongly, over a long period, against
thepropcrsal to cornect thc intended link ioad ftom
Croft Road to wcst Swindon, by a tunnel under the
motoiway at IIat Lane and a connection to rhe south
sidc ofthe l\{4Junction 16. They argue that a
conncction to Great Vestem 

.way 
or.et the tailway line,

as tentativch coflsidered by the Borough Council on
sevenl occasions in the past, u'ould provide a much
more satisfactory link, and that the pioposed alterations
to Junction 16 to accommodate the additional taffic ere
unsatisfactory and uftafe. 'Ihey will continue to pusue
this, if and when the proposal is submitted for planning
permission, but that also seems to be quite a way offin
view of thc ptescnt Enancial and development sltuador
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Planning Uodale

We contiluc to wait for dre ptomised Planning Review

promised b-v \0iltshire Council. A consultetion was he.ld

nearly a year ago but we still await the outcome. Thele

is still concem about dre 'call in ptocedue' fot

applications to be dealt with by the Developmcnt

Cofltioi Commifte€, irstead ofbeiag delegated to a

Planning OfEcer. At prcsert the only way this can be

achieved is fot the Unitaty Councillot for the atea tn

which is application is to ask for it. CPRFI contmues to

belier.e that this is less democratic than the previous

-\ numbct of changcs hate takcn place pnor to th€

ourcome of the review. Listed Building and

Conservation Area ApPlicatiofls car row be called in to

Committee. Howevet less information is seflt thtough

to Padsh Councils about planning applicatrons, mtnor

amefldcd plans are no longer sent thlough, neither are

decision notices, just Jists of the actual dccisions. llut it

is dxe flotices that contain thc conditions, often an

exftemely impon4flt patt. This infotmation is available

on Wiltshire's web site, but not all people have access to

tbc intemet. Parish Councils atc often the fust point of

contact for local peoPle, so tlLis is tegtetted by CPRE,

and futher removes the planning ptocess frorn

rndividuals.

Bd"n Ta)'loi is the Atea Dcvelopmeflt Manager for

Planning at the 'Nordrem Hub', of \(riltshite Council to

be found at Monkton Park in Chippenham ( the

prer-ious North \filts buiJding) Tel: 0300 4s6 0100.

Brad Fleet is the Service Director, Development fot

Wilshirr  Counci l  rel :o1 22107 1 11 6r) $orkhg,Jr

Trowbridge.

Also we have been waiting for the outcome of a

Wiltshire Council Review on Enfotcement. This is

where der.elopment takes place that eithet has no

pcmission or is built not in accordance with a Plafldng
con"enr.  I  lopctulJy dr i .  wi l l  bc avai lable .oon. a '  rr  rs

nearlv a ,veat in the making also. Robust enforcement

proccdures aft ceotlal to the planning system, without it

the system feils and it is simply not fair on the maiotity

of people who do follo',v the rules. Recendy CPRE

received a teply to a leftei on Planning Enfotcement

ftom Greg Clatk MP, Ministet for Decentalisation at

the Dcpanment of Communities and l-ocrl

Govemment. I quote from the final ParagraPh
"Local planning authorities have a wide range of powets

to deal with unauthorised der.elopment. Fot these to be

effective, it is imponant fiat the local planning authoiq'

folows through with the necessary action tequired to

stop bteaches of planning control once enforcement

action has stated. lf anyone feels that a local authotiq'

has neglected its responsibilities to the point of

maladminist&tion, it is open to them to seek reclress

from the Local Governrnert Ombudsman."

CPRX encouages you to tke an activc Pan ir what

happens in your patt of !{riltshire, temembet a planntng

conseflt stays with dre land. To submit an applcation rs

to invite colnment, it is youi right to do so, you have to

live with the tesults.

parLtiwe L\ows

Cotswold Watei Park

Members may be interested ifl what is going on ifl the

Cotsrvold Vater Park, which is of course patdy ir

Wiltshire. Some ,rcan ago a virtual gift of several laLes

was rradc to Glos. Couflty Council with the aid of

govemment finds, afld furdrer payments wcre made to

maintaifl the lakes for the benefit ofthe public. Further

tunding from gor.emment was halted and GCC passed

or er t ie lake. ro the Joirr  W;ter larkiaomminecrt .

peppercom rent of d1- pet year. A very ruce gr€efl oak

visitoi cenue was constructed at the waters edge, and

the public enjoyed swimrning, rvalking and cycling and

studying natute.

,4 new chet erecurire ol  r}e Corsuold \Uarer Park,

Dennis Gmnt, is said to have s4gested thet new

dynarnic business methods should be introduced. A

deal was then allegedly struck with lratermatk a large

property devcloper, and the public wete excluded l1om

the atea. Vhen challengcd about the IVPC rights to do

such a dcal, it was said that GCC had changed dre rulcs

to allow it. But Esmond Jenhins, a local councillol

asked under the "freedom of informationl' act, to see

what adl.ice GCC laNyers had given at the time. GCC

lawyet William Canaway had wtitten that thc new lease

appearcd to gi\.e Watermark "carte blanche" to deYeloP.

H€ weot on to say..." I cannot help feeling dlat ia fie

sub teraflt conspicuously makes an €noffious forune

out of this deal while GCC stands to make nothing. ..it

may one day be subject to sctutiny"

FismondJenkins rcpotted the matter to the LGO

because thete was no evidence that the lawYeis'

concerns had been heeded. He said."... .it was all done

ir secrct, not even the Vater PatLJoint Committee was

consulted".
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The upshot was that Dennis Gtant and Finaflce Officet

Ni.k Hanson wcre atrested on. "suspicion oftheft,

constrLacv to defraud, money laundeing and false

accounting." Nick Hanson then died of a suspected

heaft attack at age 47, leading to more speculation'

Lessons can be leamed here. Certably if a philanthropist

is cofltemplating leaving sometiing fot tbe benefit of his

fellow man, then one thing is for cenain sue he must

get it sown up legally and propedy, and if trustees are

irvolred, tlten th.y m"st be persofls worthy of that

Da\,,1d. Eawew)owe.

Editofs LastWord

Br rhe t imc you read *Lis rhe developer Clee'on Home'

*ll hare held a Pubtie Exlubrtion in Malmesbun of

theit proposal to build up to 800 houses ifl the town, an

itr"rea". in th" h"""ing stock of 30% on top of the huge

expansion of the l-ast ten Yeais.

The nr.posals have excired con"rderable oppo' iuon'

;thihe 
'rown Co"ncil and Residents' Association both

actively encouraging local People to take an nterest ano

express theit views

Thete appears to be a growing appreciauon n

l{alnesbuty that the unfettered "bog standatd" building

of the last iew years, allegedly to meet housing need but

in fact a classic case of'predict and provide', has eroded

the charactei ofthe to$'n. More ofthe same would ody

make matters worse

An opportunity fot the new localism we hear so much

about, and CPRE, to make their ptesence felt -

Opdmum Population Trust (OPT)

Those ofyou onJobn Swainson's email distribution list

caroot have failed to flotice his mails on the OPI and

its ongoiflg campaign to have the issue of petceived

o"..+op"l"ti"", l"* here in the UK and wotldwide,

moved on to the political agenda and debated more

openly. In mainstream political circles dris has been a

taboo subject in tecert Years

Certainly thete would seem to be a Link between

poputatioo grouth and ptessure on the counttyside and

on resources generallY.
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star in touch with,

best we can. I f  we

planning issue drat

tell us.

\7e would verl much welcome your views on this topic'

Is this a dcbate that thc Btaoch sho ld corftibute to?

Lwr t  han -as

Who we ate _ your Committee

Anne Henshaw - Chatman; Paulioe Lyons - \'ice

Chairman; Elizabeth Money-Kytle - Secreta4';

Bian Btrttows, Geofftey Hamilton, David Bowen-

lones, \t.rrie l"amlar. Jane King. Fred Soadr" Cbarmun

sprckemelL lohrl Swainson. and Jrm Thoma"

Feedback

We encourage feedback so that *'e

and repr€sent, the membetshiP as

have missed, or looL set to miss, a

you dLink we should look at - Please

Contact us

Anne on 01249 817003
Elizabetb (membeiship and pro$amme) on 01380

850281
The Editot on 01666 822381 (im Thomas)

Or Via The Website (See Footet)

[You can also see dris Newsletter on our website ]
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